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GeraldineHernandez-Martens,the author of this
book entitled,ñHeart for Art òwould like to acknowledgeall the
respectivepeoplethatcontributesto herlife throughtheyearsin which
it madetheauthorherselfabetterperson.

Keepbelievingé.



In theheartof townfolks,thereis onlyoneplacewhopreservethegoldenblessingsof
Godwithfull of distinctivefeatures. Suchfeaturesare,cherishedFilipinocustomsand
tradition,the warmatmospherecreatedby the community,and hundredthsof born
mastersincludinggiftedchildren. Theseremarkableslicesof lifecouldonlybe foundin

theArtistVillageofAngono,residingintheprovinceofRizal,Philippines.

VisualArtshasbeentheframeworkof thisnaivelocality. In fact,theInternationalArtistCarlos
ñBotongòFranciscohaveadornedthehistoryof thisvillage. Until1972, threeyearsafterhisdeath. Carlosdream
becametrueinmakingAngonoastheArtCapitalofthePhilippinesbyestablishingnumerousassociationsuchas
AngonoAtelierAssociationandAngonoArtistAssociationheadedbyNemirandaandJoseBlanco.

ThemultitalentedGeraldineVitorHernandez-Martens,professionallysignedas Geraldinehails
fromAngono,Rizal,Philippines. Bornonthe27th dayof February,1972anda productof PhilippineWomenôs
University,BachelorofFineArts, DesignandMusicandBachelorofMassCommunication. Anassertivefemale
artistof the90ôs,Geraldinewasdistinguishedas a SingingPainter,a writer,composeranddesigner. Shehas
contributedin the Worldof ArtsHistoryand was introducedinternationallysince1995. Sheexpressedher
turbulentanddramaticnatureandstill life in herpaintingsthatcanbe readas rawoutpouringsof emotions.
However,theartistwhowidelyknownasoneof thestrongestinfluencesof the20th-centuryhasbeenreadyfor
herbold,uncompromisingbrushstrokesandheruseof pureandintensecolor. Untilshewas18didGeraldine
VitorHernandez-Martensdiverseonhercareerasanartist. Influencedbyhernaturalsurroundings,shebegan
paintingbrilliantlytoexperimentwithcolor,developingtheexcitingcolorcombinationsthatleadto thecreationof
herownunmistakableandindividualstyle. Shealsobelievethatmusicis anotherlanguageof expressionthat
givesmelodyandrhythmtowardshervirtueofmotivationthatcontributemassivelyinhercreation.

Geraldinemoveto Maastricht,TheNetherlandswhich is hostedby DirectorMarcH.J.P.
Daenenof Centerfor EuropeanStudies. Thesemarkedthestartofhermostproductiveperiod. Inspiredbyher
greenlushinglandscapeandhighlightedstill lifes. It wasin Europethatshepaintedthefirstinternationalwall
paintingssize1352 ft. followedby her SecondMajorExhibitcommemoratingthe laterenownedclassicand
impressionistartistof Europe,PaulEmileDaenento completeherMasterDegreein Artsas sheimmediately
proceedtoUnitedStatesofAmericaforsucceedingartexpositions.

Geraldinereturnbackin thePhilippinesin 1998as sheservedas an inclusiveindividualthat
reallybroughthercountryôshonor,prideandprestigeforthefuturegeneration. An Artist that PaintsArt from
HerHeartsdespitefromheruncontrollablefeelingsofmotivationexpressedonblankcanvases.

Geraldinecontinuehersojournin theWorldof ArtsHistoryas sheopena newlifeof artwith
passionto translatetheseimpressionsandfeelingsintopaintingsinsucha successfulmanner,at suchanearly
agein herlife. Nevertheless,theseinfluencesnevermadeherdistortnature. Butinstead,shemadebeautiful
impressionsof lifeandnaturethatalsocapturedherfeelingsandtheatmosphereasexperiencedbyherwhich
filledherworkswithvitalityandemotion. Indoingso,herpaintingsdonotñcopyònature,asonphoto,butchange
it throughtheincorporationoftheexperiencesatthattimeandplace.
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INTRODUCTION
LIFE & HISTORY

SINCEshefirstshowedtalentatage4, Geraldinehashadtostruggleagainstherfamily's

discouragingcommentsandlukewarmsupportto keepherart. Whenagainsther family'swishesshe

decidedto be a full-fledgedartistat age18, shehadto struggleharderto proveherart andherworth.

Geraldinelearnedearlysheonlyhasherselftorelyontopursuehercalling. Soplacinghertrustsinherself

andinherart,shefollowedherhearttomakeherdreamareality.

GERALDINEVitorHernandez-Martenswasbornon February27 1972in the renowned

artistvillageofAngonoin Rizalprovince,Philippines. Angonois withoutdisputethecountry'sartistvillage

for its inherenttraditionof producingartists. Thehomeof twonationalartists- painterCarlos̀ `Botong''

FranciscoandmusicmaestroLucioD. SanPedro- Angonois knownfor its people'snaturalartistryand

uniqueculture.

GeraldinegrewupintheintrinsicculturalchaosofAngono,livingintowncenteritself.

Sheis thefourthof fivechildren; hersiblingsare: eldestis Mrs. HelenHernandez-Santiago( herhusband

Engr. SamuelSantiagoandtheir2 childrenSydneyandCarl), secondisArch. JosephineHernandez( she

has3 childrennamelyCairo,Cyrus,Cedrick), thirdisMrs. JacquelineHernandezïKearney( herhusband

is Atty. Col. TomKearneyanda childMatthew) , andtheyoungestis Mr. JonathanHernandez( herwife

Mrs. SharleneHernandezandtheir2 childrenPrincessandAngel) . Herparentsarebothself-made

persons.

HerfatherAntonioMiranda-Hernandez,thethirdof fivechildrenof a wellto do familyin

Angono,supportedhisfamilybyventuringintovarioussortsofagribusiness- fromaquaculture,hograising,

poultry,duck-raisingtodeliveringfruitsfromthefarmsto themarket. Heis lackedof formaleducationbut

amplymadeupforit withhisnaturalacutebusinesssenseandwisemanagement. Eventuallyhehadto

sellthelandsheinheritedandsomeofthebusinesshehadputuptoputallhisfivechildrentocollege.

HermotherAureaDalay-Vitor,theeldestof9 siblings,hasbeenmakinga livingsinceage

15asa dressmaker. Sheis consideredin thetownasa mastercutteranddressmakerwhospecializesin

weddinggowns. TheygotmarriedonJanuary24, 1964.

Talentrunsin the family. Geraldine'sgrandmotherLuciaMiranda-Hernandez,whodied

whenGeraldinewas3, wasasingerrenownedintheentiretown. Shehastwounclesfrombothsideswho

areartists- onea woodsculptor,CleofesDalay-Vitor,whohasgoneintowoodsculptureandtheothera

nationallyknownfigurativepainterNemesioMiranda,Jr. morepopularlyknownasNemiranda.

Geraldinebreathedart in thetownseveryceremonyandfiestacelebrationthroughoutthe

year. Thatherfatherwasanactivecommunityleaderandassistedforyearsinpoliticalarenasofhisuncle

MayorNemesioMiranda,Sr. As his fatherhad helpedin exposinghis childrento all the wonderfully

cooperativeanduniquetownfestivities.
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In Novemberduringtherainyseasonthereis thefeastof St. Clement,thepatronsaintof

the dominantlyfishingcommunityof Angono. It is the biggestfeastin the towninvolvingthe entire

communityinpainstakinglyrecreatingthemartyrdomofthepopesaints. Thecelebrationishighlightedbya

uniquefluvialprocessioncenteredonagiantfloatingaltarcalledpagoda.

Duringthedryseasonin Maythereis thefeastof St. Isidro,patronsaintof farmers. It is

widelyknownfortheparadeofcarabaosadornedwithcolorfulgarlandsandribbonsthatendsintheChurch

wherethecarabaosaremadeto kneelasa symbolof thanksgivingandworship. Withtheparadecomes

alsoadramatizationofa farmer'sworkandhardships.

Duringthe LentenSeasonand on EasterSunday,ritualsdemonstratingthe Christian

victoryin theResurrectioncombinedwithfolktraditionareuniquelypresented. Geraldinegrewuptaking

partinallofthese.

HERearliestmemoryofdrawingisatage5 whenshedrewcaricaturesofherkindergarten

teacher. Sheimaginedher teachersto be cartooncharactersanddrewthemas such. In theendher

notebookswerefilledmorewithdrawingsthanlecturenotes. Herpencilsandbitsof crayonwereallover

thehouse. Herparentsruedthatsheusedtoomuchpaper. Sheenjoyedherchildhood.

Whenthereisnoschool,Geraldinewouldspendtheentiredayplayingwithkidsheragein

theneighborhood. Averyactiveandplayfulchild,sheengagedinmake-believegamesandimaginarysword

fightsusingpaperhelmetsandwoodenswordstheymade.

InschooltheyweretoldofAngono'sculturalhistoryandprideinhavingproducedanational

artist,impressionistpainterCarlos̀`Botong''Franciscowhois renownedforhismuralmasterpieces. The

youngGeraldine,whowasbornthreeyearsafterBotongdied,dreamttobea nationalartistsomedaytoo,

andbeknownbyeveryoneinAngono.

Duringthetown'sannualsummeron-the-spotpaintingcontest,Geraldinewouldscramble

andhustlewiththeotherchildrentobeabletowatchtheartistsdraw. Untilit washerturn. Shewasage9

- theyoungestof the50orsoparticipants- butherGrade4 teacherproddedherto jointhecontest. As

expectedherfamilywasagainstit. Theywerealreadyagainstherjoininglocalsingingcontests. Theyhave

beendiscouragingherfromdrawingeversince,tellingherthereisnomoneyinbeinganartist.

Geraldineherselfdidn'twanttojoinbecauseshefeltshewassoyoung. Onlyherpaternal

grandfatherMarcelinoHernandezencouragedher. No artisthimselfbut a farmer,̀ `AtangCelino''as

Geraldine'sgrandfatherwasknowninentireAngono,wasthefirstto inspireGeraldinetoassertherselfand

herdream. TheelderMarcelinoHernandezwasthefirsttobelieveinhertalent,asGeraldinelaterfound

outhehadkepta scrapbookof herelementarydaysketches. WhenhediedonJune9, 1995at age87,

Geraldinesecretlyinsertedacopyofthereveredartist'sprayerintohiscoffinalongwithayellowflower.
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STRUGGLES & BREAKTHROUGH

The9-yearoldGeraldine'swatercolorpaintingof theResurrectionof JesusChristearned

herthe3rdplaceawardin thetown'sannualonthespotpaintingcontestthatyear. Butit wasthefirstand

lastpaintingcontestshejoinedfora longwhile. Paintingneverlefther,though.

Inschoolshewoulddoherclassmates'anatomysketchesforthemfor50centavosorfora

treatof a localdrink(sagoandgulaman). Herteacherswouldfrequentlyaskherto dotheirvisualaids.

Therewasa timea teachercouldnotbelievethatshedida pillowcasebyherself. Shesewsit byherself,

butherteacherwouldnotbelieveshedidit becauseit wasbeautiful.

At home,shedrewhugepicturesof thefaceof Jesusonthestreetsandonthewallsof

houseswithcoloredchalk. Beingbroughtupbyherparentsto beGod-fearing,Geraldinewasfascinated

withtheimagesofJesusandtheVirginMary. Herparentsandneighborsranafterher,butlittleGeraldine

justlaughedandcontinuedanyhow.

It wasaninklingofherindependenceanddetermination. Shehasbeenwithgovernment

officials,foreigndignitaries,societypersonalitiesandonceeveninvitedthePresidentof theRepublictobe

herguestof honorin herexhibit- andnotoncedidshedoubtherselfandthinksheis notworthyof their

attention.

``Uptonow,I don'tletmyselfbeintimatedbyanyone. I amnotdoinganythingwrongandI

don'thavebadintentionstowardsanyone.'' Shecannotbeembarrassedaslongasshedoesnotallow

herselftobeembarrassed; shelearnedfromanunforgettableexperience.

In college,shewasattendingtheexhibitof a betterknownartist-friend. Likeothercollege

artstudents,shecamein jeansandshirtwhiletherestof theguestsin thegallerywerein fineclothes. ``I

wastalkingto myfellowcollegestudentssincewedidnotknowanyoneelse. I suddenlyknockedoff a

wineglassandit crashedonthefloor. I wassoembarrassedwhileI pickedupthebrokenpieces. Thenan

olderartistMr. JessGarciacameuptomeandtoldmetoactasif nothinghappened. If youallowyourself

togetembarrassed,youwillbemoreembarrassed. Somebodyelsewilltakecareof themess.'' Shetook

thatadvicetoheartandwasneverembarrassedagain.

Geraldinemaintainedherplayfulnessinschool. Duringelementaryandhighschooldays

shebecameveryactivein theaterproductionsandin music. Shewasdescribedto be carefreeandan

entertainer.

BUTa callinghasa wayof assertingitself. In 1988beforeherfinalyearin highschool,

GeraldinejoinedtheAngonoArtistsAssociation. Hermembershipwasanaccidentbecauseherneighbor

thoughtof heras replacementforanofficerwhorecentlyresigned. Shewasaskedto jointhem. Butfor

almosta year,shedidonlytheperfunctoryfunctionsofa secretary,whichis takingdownmeetingminutes.

Thoughit resurrectedherdesiretopaint,shewasnotabletodevelophercraftandstyle. Allthewhileher

familycontinuedtostronglydiscourageherfrompursuingacareerasanartist.
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