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NEART FORART

GERALDINE VITOFR.. "RNANDEZ-MARTENS

In the heartof townfolks thereis onlyoneplacewhopreservéhe golderblessingsf
Godwithfull of distinctivéeaturesSuchfeaturesare, cherishedrilipinaccustomsand
traditionthe warmatmospherereatedoby the communityand hundredthsf born

% mastersncludingiftedchildrenTheseremarkablslicesof life couldonlybe foundin

theArtlst\/lllage)fAngondeS|dmgmtheprovmcelezaIPhlllpplnes

VisualArtshasbeenthe frameworkf thisnaivelocalityln fact,the Internation@rtistCarlos
i B o tFoancalmaveadornedhehistoryofthisvillageUntill972threeyearsaftethisdeath Carlogiream
becamérueinmakingAngonastheArtCapitabfthePhilippinesyestablishingumerouassociatiosuchas
AngondtelieAssociatiomndAngondrtisAssociatiodmeadedyNemirandandJoseBlanco

Themultitalente@eraldin&/itorHernandellartensprofessionalgignedas Geraldindails

fromAngonoRizal PhilippinedBornonthe 27th dayof Februaryl 972anda producof Philippin®/o me n 6 s

Universitacheloof FineArts, DesigrandMusiandBacheloof MassCommunicatiohnassertivéemale
artistof the 9 <$eraldinevasdistinguisheaks a Singing?aintera writercomposeanddesigneiShehas
contributeth the Worldof Arts Historyand wasintroducedhternationallsince1995 She expressedher
turbulenanddramaticatureandstilllife in her paintingshatcanbe readas rawoutpouringsf emotions
Howevetheartistvhowidelyknowras oneof thestrongesnfluencesf the2@h-centunhasbeenreadyfor
herbold,uncompromisibgushstrokeendheruseof pureandintensecolor Untilshewas18 did Geraldine
VitorHernande#artendiversenhercareeasanartist Influencetly hernaturasurroundingshebegan
paintindprilliantlyo experimentithcolordevelopintheexcitingolorcombinatioribatleadto thecreatiorof
herownunmistakabkndindividuadtyle Shealsobelievahatmusids anothetanguagef expressiothat
givesamelodyandrhythmoward$ervirtueof motivatiothatcontributenassively hercreation

Geraldinenoveto Maastricht,The Netherlandswvhich is hostedby DirectorMarcH.J.P.
Daenerof Centeffor Europearstudies Thesemarkedhestartof hermostproductivperiodinspiredby her
greenlushindandscapandhighlightedtilllifes It wasin Europehatshe paintedhefirstinternationavall
paintingsize 135 ft. followedy her SecondviajorExhibitommemoratirige late renownedlassicand
impressionistrtistof EuropePaulEmileDaenerto completder MasteiDegreen Artsas sheimmediately
proceedo UnitedstateofAmericdorsucceedingrtexpositions

Geraldineeturnbackin the Philippines 1998as sheservedas an inclusivendividuahat
reallybroughberc o u nhormonprileandprestigdorthefuturegeneratioAn Artist that PaintsArt from
HerHeartsdespitéromheruncontrollableeling®fmotivatioexpressednblankcanvases

Geraldineontinudnersojournn the Worldof ArtsHistoryas she opena newlife of art with
passiono translatéhesempressiorsndfeelingsntopaintings sucha successfuhannerat suchanearly
agein herlife Neverthelestheseinfluencesevermadeherdistorinature Butinsteadshemadebeautiful
impressionsf lifeandnaturehatalsocapturedherfeelingandtheatmospheras experienceloly herwhich
filledherworkswithvitalityandemotionindoingso,herpaintingdonotii ¢ onptyréasonphotoputchange
itthroughheincorporatiaftheexperiencestthattimeandplace
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LIFE&-HISTORY

SINCEshefirstshowedalentat age4, Geraldinbashadto strugglegainsherfamily's
discouragingpommentand lukewarnsupporto keepherart Whenagainsher family'svishesshe
decidedo be a fulHledgedhrtistat age 18 shehadto struggléhardeito proveherartandherworth
Geraldinkarneearlysheonlyhasherselftorelyonto pursuéiercallingSoplacindnertrustan herself
andinherart,shefollowetherhearto makeherdreanareality

GERALDINFitorHernandelrlartensvasbornon Februar27 1972in the renowned
artistvillageof Angonan RizalprovinceRhilippinesAngonas withoutisputghecountry'artistvillage
foritsinherentraditiorof producingrtists Thehomeof twonationadrtists painteiCarlos "Botong"
Franciscandmusianaestrd_ucioD. SanPedro- Angonas knowrfor its people'siaturahrtistryand
uniquesulture

GeraldingrewupintheintrinsiculturathaofAngondjvingntowncentertself
Sheis thefourthof fivechildrephersiblingsire eldesis Mrs HelerHernande3antiagg herhusband
EngrSamue$antiagandtheir2 childrerSydneyandCarl), seconds Arch Josephinelernandegshe
has3 childremamelyCairoCyrusCedrich, thirdis Mrs Jacquelinelernandez Kearney herhusband
is Atty Col TomKearneynda childMatthev , andtheyoungess Mt Jonathatdernandegherwife
Mrs SharlenéHernandeandtheir2 childrerPrincesandAngel) . Herparentsare bothselfmade
persons

HerfatherAntonidMirandddernandezhethirdof fivechildrerof a wellto do familyin
Angonacsupportetisfamilybyventuringntovariousortsofagribusinessromaquaculturéograising,
poultryduckraisingo deliverinfyuitsfromthefarmso themarket Heislackedfformakducatiobut
amplymadeupforit withhisnaturabcutebusinessenseandwisemanagementEventuallge hadto
sellthelandsheinheritedndsomeofthebusineskehadputupto putallhisfivechildremo college

HermotheAureaDalayVitortheeldesbf 9 siblingshasbeenmaking livingsinceage
15asa dressmakeBheis considerenh thetownas a mastecutteranddressmakevhospecializem
weddingowns TheygotmarriesnJanuar4 1964

Talentrunsin the family Geraldine'grandmothdruciaMirandddernandezayhodied
wherGeraldine/as3, wasa singerenowneththeentirgsown Shehastwounclesrombothsidesvho
areartists onea woodsculptorCleofe®alayVitorwhohasgoneintowoodsculptur@andthe othera
nationallgnowrfigurativeainteNemesidirandalr morepopularlignowrasNemiranda

Geraldinéreatheartin thetownseveryceremongndfiestacelebratiothroughouhe
year Thatherfathemwasanactivecommunitieadeandassistedoryearsn politicahrenaofhisuncle
MayorNemesidMirandaSr As his fatherhad helpedin exposindnis childrerto all the wonderfully
cooperativenduniquéownfestivities



In Novembeadturingherainyseasorthereis thefeastof St Clementhe patrorsaintof
the dominantlyishingcommunitpf Angonolt is the biggestfeastin the towninvolvinghe entire
communitiy painstakingtgcreatinthemartyrdorafthepopesaints Thecelebratiois highlighteblya
uniquéluviaprocessiocenteredna gianfloatingltarcallegpagoda

Duringhedryseasonn Maythereis thefeastof St Isidro patrorsaintof farmerslt is
widelknowrfortheparadefcarabaoadornedavithcolorfugjarlandandribbonshatendsntheChurch
wherethecarabaoaremadeto kneelasa symbobf thanksgivirgndworship Withtheparadecomes
alsoa dramatizatiafafarmer'svorkandhardships

Duringthe LentenSeasonand on EasterSundayyitualsdemonstratinigpe Christian
victoryn theResurrectiacombineavithfolktraditiomreuniquelypresented Geraldingrewuptaking
partinallofthese

HERearliesmemorpfdrawings atageb whermshedrewcaricaturesfherkindergarten
teacherSheimaginedherteacherdo be cartoorcharacteranddrewthemas such Intheendher
notebookwerefilledmorewithdrawingghanlecturenotes Herpencilandbitsof crayorwereall over
thehouseHerparentsuedhatsheusedoomuchpaper Sheenjoyedherchildhoad

Wherthereis noschoolGeraldinevouldspendheentiredayplayingvithkidsheragein
theneighborhoodveryactiveandplayfuchild sheengageth makebelievggamesandimaginargword
fightausingpapehelmetsindwooderswordsheymade

Inschootheyweretoldof Angono'sulturahistoryandpriden havingproduced national
artistimpressionigainteCarlos "BotongFranciscahois renownetbrhismuramasterpiecesThe
youngGeraldineyhowasbornthreeyearsafterBotonglied,dreamto be a nationaértistsomedayoo,
andbeknowrbyeveryonaAngono

Duringhetown'sannuasummeonthespotpaintingontestGeraldingvouldscramble
andhustleviththeotherchildremo beabletowatchheartistdraw Untiitwasherturn Shewasage9
- theyoungesvfthe50or so participantsbutherGrade4 teacheproddedherto jointhecontest As
expectetierfamilywasagainsit. TheywerealreadygainsherjoiningocakingingontestsTheyhave
beerndiscouragirtierfromdrawingversincetellindhertherésnomoneynbeinganartist

Geraldinkerseltlidn'wanto joinbecausshefeltshewassoyoung Onlyherpaternal
grandfathekarcelinddernandeencouragetier No artisthimselfbut a farmer, "AtangCelino‘as
Geraldinegrandfathevasknowrnin entireAngonoyasthefirstto inspireéseraldin asserterseland
herdream TheeldemMarcelinblernandewasthefirstto believen hertalentas Geraldin&aterfound
outhe hadkepta scrapboo&f herelementargaysketches Wherhe diedonJune9, 1995at age87,
Geraldinsecretlynserte@ copyofthereveredrtist'prayeintohiscoffiralongwitha yellowflower



STRUGGLES & BREAKTHROUGH

The9yearold Geraldine'\watercolgoaintingf the Resurrectioof JesusChristarned
herthe3rd placeawardn thetown'sannuabnthespotpaintingontesthatyear Butit wasthefirstand
lastpaintingontesshejoinedoralongwhile Paintingieveteftherthough

Inschooshewoulddoherclassmateanhatomgketcheforthemfor50centavosrfora
treatof a localdrink(sagoandgulaman) Herteachersvouldrequentlgskherto dotheirvisuakids
Therewasa timea teachecouldnotbelievehatshedida pillowcasby herselfShesewsit by herself,
butherteachewoulthotbelieveshedidit becaus& wasbeautiful

Athomeshedrewhugepicture®of thefaceof Jesusonthe streetsandon thewallsof
houseswvithcoloredtchalk Beingoroughtip by herparentdo be GodfearingGeraldingvasfascinated
withtheimage®fJesusandtheVirgirMary Herparent@ndneighboreanafterher,butlittteGeraldine
justlaughe@ndcontinuednyhow

It wasaninklingpof herindependen@nddeterminationShehasbeenwithgovernment
officialsforeigrdignitariesocietypersonalitiendonceeveninvitedhe Presidentf theRepublito be
herguestof honorin herexhibit andnotoncedidshedoubtherselfindthinksheis notworthyof their
attention

““Upto now,| don'tetmyselbeintimatethy anyonel amnotdoinganythingvrongandl
don'thavebadintentiontowardsinyon¢ Shecannotbe embarrasseakslongas shedoesnotallow
herselfobeembarrassesghelearnedromanunforgettabexperience

In collegeshewasattendinghe exhibibf a betteikknowrartistriend Likeothercollege
artstudentsshecamean jeansandshirtwhiletherestoftheguestsnthegalleryverein fineclothes ™I
wastalkingo my fellowcollegestudentsincewe did notknowanyoneelse | suddenlknockeabffa
wineglasandit crashe@nthefloor | wassoembarrassaahilel pickedipthebrokerpiecesThenan
olderartistMr JessGarciacameupto meandtoldmeto actasif nothindvappenedf youallowyourself
togetembarrassegpuwillbe moreembarrasseomebodglsewilltakecareofthemess' Shetook
thatadvicao hearandwasneveembarrasseafain

Geraldinenaintainederplayfulness school Duringelementargndhighschootlays
shebecameveryactivein theateproductionandin music Shewasdescribedo be carefreeandan
entertainer

BUTa callinghasa wayof assertingiself In 1988beforeherfinalyearin highschool,
Geraldinpinedhe AngondrtistsAssociationHermembershiwasanaccidenbecauséerneighbor
thoughof heras replacemerfior an officewhorecentlyesignedShewasaskedo jointhem Butfor
almost yearshedidonlytheperfunctorfunctionsfa secretaryyhichs takingdownmeetingninutes
Thouglit resurrecteldderdesirgo paintshewasnotableto develofercraftandstyle Allthewhileher
familycontinuetb stronglgliscourageerfrompursuing careeasanartist



